Limb salvage surgery in the excision of a massive fibromatosis.
Fibromatosis is a rare fibroproliferative disorder with a tendency for local infiltrative and destructive growth. Local recurrence is frequent, despite apparent complete resection after radical excision. We present a case of a 22-year-old woman with massive recurrent thoracic fibromatosis extending into the neck and impairing the function of her right upper limb. This required a multidisciplinary approach to surgery to salvage the limb. The case highlights the fact that while every attempt should be made to achieve negative histologic margins, local recurrence is not uncommon. Therefore, if fibromatosis occurs adjacent to or involves vital structures, these should not be sacrificed to achieve negative margins. Function and structure preserving procedures are important as the primary goal, if not even more important.